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EXPEDITIONS 
HIMALAYA 

Punjab Himalaya, Kulu. 

MuKAR BEH, I9,9Io ft. First ascent. June 23, Ig68. J. Ashburner, 
Sonam Wangyal. The party (J. Ashburner, L. Carver and D. D. Gray) 
left Manali on June I for the Solang Nullah and met with very heavy 
snow lying down to 9000 ft. Our Base Camp was established by June 
3 at Be as Kund at a height of I 1 ,ooo ft. We used fourteen local coolies 
for the carry to this point. 

The weather was good for a week and Camp I at I5,5oo ft. was 
established by Ashburner and our one high-altitude porter, the Ladakhi 

. Sonam W angyal. After a spell of bad weather we established our second 
camp just below the ridge leading to Ladakhi Peak, I7,500 ft. We by
passed this and placed Camp Ill on the summit ridge of Manali Peak, 
I8,6oo ft. 

We then climbed Manali Peak and spent some time fixing ropes for 
the descent down to the ridge connecting this peak with Mukar Beh. 
700ft. of rope were used at this point. 

At last all was ready for a summit attempt but the primus stove at 
Camp Ill stopped functioning the night before Sonam Wangyal and 
I were to try the ascent. Having then no means of cooking we were 
forced to retreat to Camp 11. 

Finally, Ashburner and Sonam Wangyal reached the summit of 
Mukar Beh on June 23 from Camp Ill in a day of fifteen hours. The 
climbing was sustained throughout; the summit rocks, the crux of the 
climb, required many hours of careful climbing; loose and friable terrain 
for many hundreds of feet (illustration no. 55). 

We discovered the tents and equipment of the party who died. in an 
attempt on the mountain last autumn. They were just below the site 
of our own Camp I and it appeared that, though camping on a sharp 
ridge, they were suffocated by the snow which, driven by the strong 
winds, formed a cornice. 

At least twelve attempts had been made on Mukar Beh since I953 
and traces of many parties were found along the route, but no evidence 
that the mountain had been previously ascended. Our own party built 
a cairn on the summit. 

DENNIS GRAY. 

It is fifty-six years since General Bruce first drew attention to his 
'Snowy Peak M', which he also called 'Gundla Peak' in a photograph 
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and which we know as Mukar Beh. It is a giant of the area which domin
ates in a massive sprawl the northern wall of the famous Solang nullah 
(illustration no. 54). 

Lees, Stewart and Bennet were in its vicinity when they climbed its 
immediate northern neighbour, Shikar Beh, 20,340 ft. during the 
R.A.F.M.A. expedition of I955,1 but they approached the massif from 
the north (Lahul) and most mountaineers then thought that a similar 
approach should be sought for Mukar Beh. 

The next close examination was carried out by Son am W angyal 
and myself during the post-monsoon season of I963 when we climbed 
Ladakhi Peak, 17,525 ft., 2 and gained excellent views of the southern 
approach to Mukar Beh, which we photographed. We concluded that 
a route could be made over an intermediate summit on the ridge (sub
sequently named Manali Peak, I8,6oo ft.), but that the final section of 
the long summit ridge beyond Manali Peak would prove to be the crux 
of the climb. Manali Peak became the centre of controversy in I 964. 
A party of trainees from the West Himalayan Mountaineering Institute 
under the direction of Harnam Singh reached the top of Manali Peak 
and claimed the first ascent of Mukar Beh. It was easily demonstrated 
that the party could not have climbed the main peak, 3 and the claim 
was eventually withdrawn. 

Mistakenly in my view the W.H.M.I. continued to send parties of 
trainees to climb on Mukar Beh now known to be a very serious 
undertaking appropriate only to the best of the Sherpa instructors. 

It was not until the post-monsoon period of I967, late September, 
that the first determined attempt to climb Mukar Beh from the south 
was made by the American mountaineer Bill Staniger, accompanied by 
Sherpa Pemba of the new Sherpa Guide School in lVIanali who was 
later to lose his life on the mountain. Staniger and Pemba prepared the 
route over Manali Peak and down to the col before the final ridge to the 
true summit placing some 500 ft. of fixed rope. Having exhausted their 
resources they were forced to withdraw and Staniger had left Manali 
before Geoffrey Hill returned to Kulu. 

Later in the season Geoffrey Hill, who made the first ascent of Papsura, 
2I,I65 ft . (seep. 158) in the pre-monsoon period of I967, arrived in 
Manali with the intention of attempting Mukar Beh. He was accompanied 
by Suresh Kumar and Hoshan Pavri of the Bombay Climbers' Club, 
and they employed Sherpa Pemba as their high altitude porter. The 
party left Manali for the mountain on October I 3 with some coolies, and 
established Base Camp at Beas Kund, Iz,ooo ft., on the north wall of 
the Solang Nullah on October I5. The next day saw a further advance 
when Camp I, 15,200 ft., was set up on a flat site on the top of a pro
minent moraine, a site often used by trainees from the W.H.M.I. 

1 A.J. 6I. 51. 2 H.J. 25. 174-6. 3 H.J. 26. 144 
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The next few days were spent in stocking the camp. 1-,his task fell 
to Geoff and Kumar since Pemba had been dispatched to Manali for 
extra supplies and Pavri was out of action at Base Camp with a pulled 
ligament. On October 23 Geoff and Kumar started out to ferry loads 
to Camp 2 but withdrew to Camp I in deteriorating weather at midday. 
At noon on October 24 they were joined by Pemba who had just returned 
from escorting Pavri back to Manali. By this time the weather was 
definitely bad and the snow conditions were described as 'horrible'. 
Geoff' s diary reports that there was heavy snow in the afternoon and 
all through the night, and that the wind was also rising. A large avalanche 
fell to the side of the moraine during the night. 

The final entry of the diary reads: 
'Day XIII. Thursday. 25th October.4 

Foul weather. Only 2" of each end of Pemba's tent5 showing above 
the fresh snow which must be 2-3 feet deep. Evacuated tent. Climbing 
now out of question. The problem is to get out as soon as possible, 
but not safe to go today. Food and fuel are abundant, so will sit here 
until conditions are more favourable and hope that we don't get 10 

feet of fresh snow'. End of diary. 

The memories of the weather on this day by people in the valley seem 
to be heavy snow until about midday followed by clear weather. At some 
time during the night of October 2 5 the three climbers died and lay 
undiscovered until a search party dug out their buried tent on November 
6. All three had slept in the one tent. Two rucksacks were also in the 
tent. Pemba and Kumar with their heads to the entrance appeared 
never to have woken up. Geoff with his head at the other end had got 
out of his sleeping-bag and had pushed his hand through the tent 
fabric. He died in that position. The ultimate cause of the accident 
seems to be that overnight, snow was blown over the tent, perhaps in 
the form of a cornice, and the occupants were suffocated. 

John Ash burner, to whom I am indebted for certain details in this 
comment, arrived in Manali on November 13 to find the authorities 
most unhelpful and even obstructive. His report makes sorry reading 
but he persisted in his mission and on November 19 Geoffrey Hill 
was given a Christian burial in the compound of the Lady Willingdon 
Hospital, Manali. 

From all accounts this type of tragic accident is rare but small parties 
bound for high ranges should take note of the circumstances. 

ROBERT PETTIGREW. 

4 Presumably ·an error as 25th October 1967 ·was a Wednesday. 
5 Presumably the cooking tent and not the one in which the occupants we:r.e 

found. 
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Mount Everest 

CHINESE SciENTIFIC ExPEDITION TO NoRTH CoL, 1966-67. The 
following notes are drawn from a report received from Peking. 

'Mount J omo Lungma is an ideal place for studying solar radiation 
because it is the world's highest peak and the atmosphere is exceptionally 
clear .... 

'In March I966, members of the expedition arrived at their Base 
Camp in a valley off the point of the Rongbuk glacier at the foot of 
Mount Jomo Lungma, 5I20 m. above sea level. With meteorologists, 
the specialists in solar radiation set up Observation Posts, I, II, Ill and 
IV at 5ooo m., 5500 m., 5900 m., and 6soo m. respectively (illustration 
no. s6). 

'To go above 7000 m. on the northern slope of Mount J omo Lungma, 
the scientists had to make their way through the perilous North Col. 
Rising 7029 m.6 above sea level, this is a steep undulating glassy ice 
and snow slope about 500 m. high. It rises by an average gradient of 
55 o and ends in an almost vertical ice cliff at the top. The steep dangerous 
slope is covered by immeasurable neve. Numerous traces of ice and 
snow avalanches indicate that this is one of the most dangerous areas 
in the Jomo Lungma massif. It has been described by some foreign 
mountaineers as utterly 'unclimbable '. 7 Yet the Chinese people armed 
with Mao Tse-tung's thought tackled the North Col with success. In 
I 960, young Chinese mountaineers succeeded, for the first time in 
history, in reaching the summit via the North Col. 8 Although the route 
they took that year covered four stretches of steep ice and snow slope 
and lay across four ice crevasses, it was free of ice and snow avalanches. 
Now the Chinese scientists were following the same route with some 
modification. 

'Each carrying a load of 20 kg., including their own kit and scientific 
instruments, they exerted themselves at each step as they climbed the 
ice and snow slope. . . . . When they clambered to within I o m. of the 
top of the North Col, they came to an ice cliff with an incline of 78°. The 
climbers had to put up a light metal ladder to get to the top, which is a 
rather spacious flat. It took them seven and a half hours in all, to climb 
the soo-metre-high North Col, and the last 5o m. took them two hours 
and a half. .•. 

'On the Col, they set up Observation Post V, the world's highest 
observation post for solar raqiation (illustration no. 57).... The 

6 6985 m.= 22,916 ft. according to the R.G.S. map of 'The Mount Everest 
Region.' EDITOR. . 

7 Although it was of course climbed repeatedly by the various British expedi
tions before the war. EDITOR. 

8 Described, with critical commentary, in A.J. 6I, 28. 
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Chinese scientists, braving tempestuous winds and bitter cold, kept 
up their work of observation for one full week at Observation Posts IV 
and V .... ' 

Lamjung Himal 

LAMJUNG PEAK (6900 m.). East face. On May 6, 1967, after having 
made the first ascent of Banyang Peak (5100 m.), we set out for the col 
between Lamjung Peak and the Lamjung Pinnacles (Lamjungspitzen). 
Peter Lammerer, a climbing companion of many years standing, took 
over the lead through deep powder snow. Tsering, our forty-five-year
old Sherpa and cook who up to the very last minute had expressed 
extreme doubt of our success, was second and I brought up the rear. 
In point of fact our small climbing party had quite enough on their 
plate a steep ice bluff rising for 100 m., followed by a couloir which 
we were by no means certain would go. 1.,he whole day long we had 
been worried as to whether we ought to try it on our own; however, 
for the last nine days we had been at a height of 3500 m. and although 
we had enough food for a further eight days, all our equipment such as 
tents, down sleeping bags, lilos, anoraks, Perlon outerwear, cookers, 
snow shovels, some ice pitons, a can of petrol, plus our own personal 
equipment had to be carried in one go to the site of our future high 
camps. 

We arrived at the start of the glacier in deep snow during the after
noon; according to our aneroid the height was 4250 m. We started off 
early next morning and owing to the depth of the snow and the steep
ness of the glacier we were frequently obliged to proceed on all fours. 
Camp 2 was at a height of 5050 m., we decided to have an off day. As 
the steep gully on our left was dangerous owing to falling stones, we 
attacked the snow face rising to the east of it. Soon we were in the 
couloir which was between 300 and 500 m. high and at its steepest 
point lay at an angle of about 50° . The main difficulties were still to 
come another 300 m. couloir, lying at an angle of 55° at its steepest 
point, rising to the right of three prominent towers on the ridge, then a 
zone of mixed terrain and finally a 200 m. slope where the snow came 
up to our chests. The danger of avalanches was however very slight. 
We reached the ridge just as the afternoon clouds began to arrive, so 
we called it a day and bivouacked without a tent. Tsering did not start 
the next day. It became no longer possible to advance without belaying, 
so I sat on the top of the ridge belaying as best I might and deciding in 
my mind which side of the ridge I should jump over should my companion 
fall. The view down into the valley was breath-taking: 4000 m. down 
to the right lay the Marsiandi Valley and the Madi Kola 4000 m. down 
to the left. Soon we were forced to leave the ridge and take to the East 
face, but the deep powder snow made any attempt at belaying impossible. 
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We had attained a height of 5900 m. but the mountain had won and we 
were forced to retreat. Lammerer inferred that I had the wind up, to 
which I replied that it would be madness to go on. Soon we were in 
our ascending tracks and on our way down. 

H einz Steinmetz who made the ascent of the West Lamjumg-Spitze 
in I 9 55 wrote as follows: 'This is very difficult terrain and at first sight 
I knew that this was no place for us (the East face of Lamjung Peak), 
nor for anybody else for that matter, for he who would attempt this 
peak should remember Annapurna II (7950 m.).' 

We should not have attempted it. Herbert Tichy's party on Cho 
Oyu consisted of four men, including Pasang Dawa Lama. The same 
number were on Broad Peak. To attempt a peak of more or less similar 
height with only two was really tempting providence. 

Next day Lammerer, T sering and I ascended the East Lamjung 
Pinnacle, 6I50 m. and several weeks later Lammerer, Ang Namgyal and 
I climbed Charim Kokero in the Ganesh Himal, 6o5o m., with con
siderable difficulty. 

HELMUT 8CHARSCHINGER. 

Hindu Kush 

TIRICH MIR. A Czechoslovak expedition under the lead of Wladimir 
Sedovy visited the Tirich Mir group in the summer of I967 with the 
aims of climbing Tirich Mir from the north and making the first ascent 
of one of the peaks of the Tirich West group. 

Base Camp was set up at the junction of the Upper and Lower Tirich 
glaciers but from the upper reaches of the latter it was evident that 
the steep faces above it were too exposed to avalanches to provide a route 
It was therefore decided to make the much longer approach by the 
Upper Tirich and Camp I was established at the point where the Upper 
Tirich glacier turns eastward; three other camps were established, the 
highest on the saddle between Dirg Zom (6870 m.), which had been 
climbed on July I 2, and the main peak of Tirich Mir. 

On July I8 J. Cervinka, M. Jaskovsk)T, I. Urbanovic, U. Galfy and 
V. Smida left Camp IV on a bitterly cold but fine morning and after 
considerable difficulties, including the passage of a 6o o to 70 o ice-slope 
and an 8o m. high overhanging chimney, bivouacked at 9 p.m. on the 
West Saddle, c. 23,620 ft. Next day was again fine but windy. Im
mediately above the Saddle a rock-studded ice-slope necessitated step
cutting. The rock ridge following it was not unduly difficult and at 
4 p.m. the party reached the summit of Tirich Mir. This was the second 
ascent. It was already dark by the time the tent on the West Saddle 
was reached. 

On the following day, July 20, the same party less Jaskovsky made 
the first ascent of Tirich West I ( 24,564 ft. ), the highest of the Tirich 



EXPEDITIONS 

West peaks. The route lay mostly over snow, but in some places over 
ice. Lack of acclimatisation was beginning to have its effect and progress 
was slow, seven hours being required for the ascent of about Iooo ft. 
The top was reached at 3 p.m. in perfect weather, the first virgin 7ooo-er 
to be climbed by Czechoslovak mountaineers. 

A painful night followed on the West Saddle. The fuel was exhausted, 
none of the party slept, and all suffered from thirst and from the high 
altitude. Camp IV was regained on July 2I. The party had no oxygen. 
Had it been available it would doubtless have alleviated their sufferings 
during the third night on the West Saddle. 

NORTH AMERICA 

The Bugaboos. The climber who has occasion to be in Western Canada 
with a week to spare can do no better, I am sure, than follovv the advice 
given to me, and go to the Bugaboos. 

This compact group of splendid granite peaks has much to offer; 
superb climbing of Chamonix quality, easy access and a fixed camp 
within one and a half to two hours of all the principal climbs. The glacier 
skiing is probably unique in North America. 

The Bugaboos consist of about half a dozen granite 'spires' rising 
some zooo ft. from the upper snowfields of the Vowell glacier and the 
Bugaboo glacier to heights of 9SOO to I I,ISO ft. (see illustration no. sS). 
They are in the Northern Purcell range at around soo 46' N., I I6° so' 
W.; this is west of the great trench of the Columbia valley, and they are 
the first outcrop of granite westward from the limestone range of the 
Rockies. 

A foresters' trail, easily motorable, leads to within a mile of the snout 
of the Bugaboo glacier. It is then ·only two and a half hours by good 
track to the famous Boulder Camp at 73SO ft. Here there are now two 
huts, fibre-glass 'igloos' some twelve ft. in diameter, belonging to the 
Alpine Club of Canada. They can easily accommodate six or eight 
climbers apiece. Thus one can reach camp in the day from Ca1gary 
and need only carry a relatively light load. 

The Bugaboo peaks, with their sheer walls and sensational ridges, are 
of the very best. In form they are reminiscent of the ice-carved monoliths 
of Western Lofoten or of Stetind. In detail they afford granite climbing 
of Chamonix Aiguille quality in length and in difficulty. Most of the 
spires by their ordinary routes involve pitches of Grade IV, and the 
routes on the faces which are I soo or 2000 ft. in height are being worked 
out by the top-ranking Canadian and American climbers. Their achieve
ments, of which we hear far too little in England, fill the pages of the 
Canadian and American Alpine Journals. 

The main peak, Hawser Spire (I I, I so ft. ), is a first-class Alpine 
mixed expedition by the ordinary route. The traverse of its three peaks 
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has only been done once, in a two-day expedition. The great West 
face of the North Howser Spire has just been climbed (A.A.J. I6, 
174)· 

The development of the Bugaboos owes much to the enterprise of 
two Austrians who in partnership as 'Rocky Mountain Guides Ltd.', 
P.O. Box 583, Banff, Alberta, run a mountain school there each year 
through August. But their striking success is their helicopter skiing. 
They have built a splendidly appointed chalet-hotel, Bugaboo Lodge, 
near the road-head at 4900 ft. Parties are met at Calgary Airport, driven 
by bus to the main valley and then flown in to the Lodge. Each day, and 
all day, a helicopter relays skiers to the head of the glacier at nearly 
Io,ooo ft. Thence a variety of runs on the glaciers give up to 5000 ft. 
in vertical height of skiing on powder snow. It is usual for average skiers 
to get 6o,ooo ft. in the week. This has a great appeal to North Americans 
who elsewhere in their own countries have so often to be content with 
pistes down forest clearings. 

I was fortunate to have one of the Austrians, Leo Grillmair, as my 
guide. We were early and the season was late. Boulder Camp was 
deep in snow when we arrived at the end of June, and the bigger climbs 
were not to be thought of. But the southward-facing climbs clear 
quickly, and soon in brilliant weather we were able to do several of the 
less ambitious routes, finishing our week with Bugaboo Spire itself. 
This is a most elegant climb. An easy approach leads to a delectable and 
sensational rock-ridge with several Grade IV pitches, including the 
famous gendarme which so nearly defeated Conrad Kain on his first 
ascent. But now, like the Grepon .which it much resembles, it ranks 
as an easy day for a lady novice. 

The curious name is said to be, bowdlerized, the answer given by an 
early prospector on being asked how much gold he had found. 

B. R. GooDFELLow. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

CORDILLERA HuAYHUASI-1. The New Zealand Andean Expedition, 
I 968, under the leadership of D. M. Adcock of Wellington, have achieved 
their principal objective, Yerupaja (21,769 ft.), by the unclimbed North
west spur and North ridge. On June 21 two climbers made the first 
ascent ofYerupaja Norte (21,500 ft.) via the North-west spur; two climb
ers reached the summit of Yerupaja Sur (21,380 ft.) on June 27, to be 
followed by six more on the 29th, and a high camp was established at 
21,300 ft. . 

On June 30 two men reached the final summit ofYerupaja; four others 
on July 2, and the two remaining members of the team of eight fol
lowed on the 3rd, and continued on to traverse the North ridge to the 
North summit, and to descend the North-west spur. This traverse was 
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repeated by two others on July 4, and at the same time Yerupaja Sur 
was again climbed so as to retrieve the camp. 

Among the team were Robin and Judy Brooks of Vancouver, who 
joined the expedition relatively late; Mrs. Brooks made the ascent of 
Yerupaja and is .the first woman to have done so. 

CORDILLERA CARAJ3AYA. In 1967 a nine-man Expedition from the 
Auckland Section of theN ew Zealand Alpine Club (leader Dave Cooper) 
climbed nineteen peaks, including the first ascents of Trident, Peak C3, 
Peak Cz and Cornice, and new routes on Tococcapac, Juraccapac, 
Tower, Allinccapac and Haunaccapac. The Expedition used a new 
approach via the Northern Taipe Valley, which afforded much better 
access to the central Carabaya. The snow conditions on this side of the 
range were also very good. 

T URKEY 

EASTERN TuRKEY. In June 1968 a small party explored the massif 
south of the Coruh river previously unvisited by mountaineers. The 
views of the Tatos range (Pontic Alps) were superb and the country 
attractive, but the two highest summits, Deve Dagi (I 1,033 ft.) and 
Mescit Dagi (10,679 ft.), proved to be snow/shale scrambles. The area 
offers little climbing. 

ROBIN FEDDEN. 

THE ALPS 
Bernese Oberland 

WILERHORN (3307 m.). First recorded ascent from the north-west. 
June 29, 1964. J. Sanseverino. From Wiler by way of the Wiler glacier; 
descent by the North-east ridge to the Wilerjoch and thence back to 
Wiler. 

This route was descended by George Y eld with Alphonse Payot and 
Henri Seraphin on August 14, 1884,1 but there seems to be no record of 
an ascent. 

Pennine A lps 

TouRNELON BLANC (3707 m.). First ascent by the East face. July 
9, 1966. J. Sanseverino. From near Mauvoisin by the pastures of la 
Lia. Although steep, the abundant and firm snow rendered the ascent 
comparatively easy. The descent was made by the North ridge to the 
Col de la Lia, then down to Mauvoisin. This face appears to have been 
overlooked by the pioneers. 

1 A.J. I 2 . 123 
• 

11 
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BECCA BovET (3443 m.). First recorded ascent from the east. August 
8, 1966. J. Sanseverino. From near Chamin (Valpelline) via the Lac 
Long. The descent was made by the South-west ridge to Pt. 3260, then 
down to the Combe de la Sassa. This side it would be incorrect to call 
it a 'face' was descended by A. G. Topham with Jean Maitre and 
Pierre Maurys on July 23, 1896,2 but there seems to be no record of an 
ascent. The disintegrating East flank offers numerous routes but they 
are unlikely to become popular. 

Bregaglia 

Prz BADILE, North-east face by new route. July 8-g, 1968. R. J. 
Isherwood and J. M. Kosterlitz inadvertently did a new route in mistake 
for the Corti-Battaglia route. The climb takes the most obvious crack 
on the face which starts about soo ft. up the glacier from the start of the 
Cassin route and ends in a very clean diedre topped by a roof. Length 
about 2000 ft. Standard: E. D. The first pitch was very difficult (VI and 
AI) and there was another hard pitch (VI) in a loose chimney after about 
700 ft. Otherwise it was straightforward climbing for the first 1000 ft. 
which took about four hours. The last soo ft. to the shoulder was 
all artificial (A1- 2) with four stances in etriers. Jammed nuts were 
very useful. We had a bivouac on the last etrier stance just below the 
roof only 6o ft. short of the shoulder. Climbing up the shoulder was 
not hard one pitch of V but it could be difficult in snowy conditions. 
Total climbing time about sixteen hours. ± 8o pegs: 4 left in place. 

Corti's route apparently started up this line but branched off and 
joined the next crack system to the left, which comes out just left of the 
highest part of the face, as seen from the Cengalo. We found three old 
pegs near the start of our route. I imagine Corti traversed left very low 
down after 300 ft. or so. His route, we were told, was all pegging and 
needed lots of wedges. (Rep. Isherwood.) 

TORRIONE DEL BADILE (c. 3145 m. between Piz Badile and Punta 
Sant' Anna). First winter ascent. February 18, 1965. J. Sanseverino. 
From Sart Martino via Bagni del Masino and Colle Badiletto. Skis were 
used as far as the small glacier belovv the Colle Badiletto. Conditions 
were good, the rocks being fairly dry. 

Southern Dolomites (Feruc group)3 

CIMA DELLE STORNADE (2026 m.). First winter ascent. February 28, 
1968. J. Sanseverino. From La Muda, 483 m., in the Cordevole valley, 
via the eastern slopes. Skis ~rere not used. Snow conditions good. 

2~A.J. I8. 248 
3 See A.J. 58. 524 and 6I. zo6 • 


	PL 55
	245
	PL 54
	246
	247
	248
	PL 56 & PL 57
	249
	250
	251
	PL 58
	252
	253
	254

